
     AVOIDING, MINIMIZING, AND MITIGATING IMPACTS WIND ENERGY IN NEBRASKA 

Ranked 4th in the nation for potential wind 

power generation. 

Installed capacity 734 megawatts (MW). 

422 wind turbines at 13 operating wind en-

ergy facilities. 

Wind generated electricity is enough to 

power about 244,880 homes. 

Four wind energy facilities under construc-

tion will add an estimated 280 new wind 

turbines. 

Estimated benefits of 1,000 MW of wind 

energy development in Nebraska: 

 Cumulative economic: $1.1 billion  

 Annual CO2  reductions: 4.1 million tons 

(equivalent to the annual greenhouse 

gas emissions from over 

850,000 cars) 

 Annual water savings: 

1,840 million gallons 

 

CONTACTS 

Michelle Koch 

Nebraska Game and Parks Commission 

(402) 471-5438 

michelle.koch@nebraska.gov 

 

Martha Carlisle 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

(308) 382-6484, ext. 19 

martha_carlisle@fws.gov 
 

WIND ENERGY & WILDLIFE TOOLS 

 Wind Energy and Nebraska’s Wildlife Map 

 Guidelines for Wind Energy 

and Wildlife Resource     

Management in Nebraska 

 Avian Assessment Guidance 

for Wind Energy Facilities 

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Land-Based 

Wind Energy Guidelines 

 USFWS Eagle Conservation Plan Guidance 

Module 1—Land-Based Wind Energy 

 Bat Assessment Guidance for Wind Energy 

Facilities 

 Mitigation Guidelines for Wind Energy      

Development in Nebraska 

If you are considering developing wind energy, COORDINATE 

with the Nebraska Game and Parks Commission and the U.S. Fish and Wild-

life Service as soon as possible.  They can help you determine whether or not 

there are wildlife concerns you need to take into consideration. 

SITING the wind turbines on previously altered landscapes and away from 

important animal and plant areas, such as wetlands and grasslands, can help 

minimize impacts to wildlife.   

Altering OPERATION, such as not operating during peak migration, can 

help minimize impacts to bats and birds. 

 

http://go.unl.edu/py80 



MORE INFORMATION 
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WIND ENERGY & WILDLIFE INFORMATION 

Developing renewable energy sources is publicized as a source of economic                

development for rural areas and a way to help minimize the impacts of climate 

change on wildlife species, but development of these renewable energy sources 

should proceed carefully.   

Birds and bats can have fatal collisions 

with wind turbines.  Bats and several 

bird species, such as eagles, hawks, 

and owls, take longer to mature, have 

fewer young, and are longer-lived than 

other flying wildlife.  Fatalities of 

these birds and bats can have a greater 

impact to the ecosystem.  

Wind farm construction and infrastructure, including roads, can fragment habitats, 

create migration barriers, introduce invasive species, disturb animal behavior, and/

or displace wildlife from an area. 

The potential impacts of wind energy generation on wildlife and their  habitats are 

not fully understood and vary depend on the location of the wind energy facility.   

Careful planning and coordination are 

needed to AVOID, MINIMIZE, and  

MITIGATE for impacts of wind energy  

development to wildlife.   

 

Caroline Jezierski 
Wind Energy & Wildlife 

Project Coordinator 

 

520 Hardin Hall 

3310 Holdrege Street 

Lincoln, NE 68583-0995 

 

Phone: (402) 472-8188 

E-mail: windwildlife@unl.edu 

http://snr.unl.edu/

renewableenergy/wind/  

Whooping Crane. USFWS image. 

Prairie Chicken. USFWS image. 


